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STEOTHER & LITTS.
LOVE NOW.

Yctj ttHI love me the '.av 1 He Ayine,
Oh: love iuj Then living,

While yet from a full heart replying',
I give to your jjivlnff.

What ra:n hath my lifetime of IovIejt,
If yon puss it all by

To rive me Uacu treble my loving
In the hour I dio.'

All anfni'sh. all maddest adoring--
Wli be vain in tiiat day.

Though you knelt to incthcu with Imploringr,
What word could I say?

f)h: love aic, then, now, that It quicken
Mv heart's falhn? breath.

AVhy unit till t love ! to sicken
At the coldness of death?

Grace D. Liilclifl-iUi- , m X. 1. Independent.

BLOCKADE PJJNNIXGr.

Some Incidents Belated by One
"Who Helped to Stop It.

Tho "Captnrm" of the "Connrctirul"
Cli:isins after "Muck Smoke" The
yotcil "Herald" Cornered Lore

and Matrimony and a Modern
'Joan of Arc."

The writer commanded the United
States steamer Connecticut on the block-
ade off Wilmington, X. C, for fourteen
months, and during that period cap-

tured aitd sent in four steamers Juno,
Sctilia, Minnie and Greyhound, all with
valuable cargoes; vessels and cargoes
adjudged worth .$1, 003.12. The Con-
necticut run ashore ami destroyed four
ouior blockade runners Phantom,
.Herald. Ceres, and Diamond.

The blockade runners would always
select dark nights to run in and out and
certain stages of the moon (between
the last and Jir-- t quarters of the moon),
when it set early and rose late. This
moon arrangi-men- i was always a mat-
ter of grvat concern to them: then a
tolerably high tide also entered into the
calculations.

The first blockade-runne- r captured
by the Connecticut was the Juno. It
was a bright. plcaant morning, off
shore, and out about seventy miles from
Wilmington, when, at bay-brea- k, she
was discovered. Chase was immedi-
ately ghn. and in three hours she was
a prize. When the Captain was brought
on board lie was greeted with the usual

good morning,"' with the additional
Temark: "Glad to see you." to which
he replied, with an oath. "I'm not jjlad
to see yon.' A week before the Juno
had st'fely run in. had discharged her
Snglish cargo taken on board the
usual Confederate-America- n cargo of
cotton, tobacco and turpentine, and was
now bound to Nas-a- u.

Anions other letters found on board
wa- - one open and unfinished, begun at
Wilmington and addressed to the own-or- .s

in England. In it the Captain
described the successful running past
the sleepy-heade- d Yankees at niirht,
and expected to be lucky in running
out. Of this he would inform them
upon his arrival at Nassau, where he

.would cloe and send his letter. The
said letter never reached England, nor
;von Nassau.

These blockade-runner- s were all En-jrli- sh

steamers, and were painted lead
oi stone color to prevent their being
discovered at night when running close
in along the land. The lire and steam
arrangements were for burning the
soft English coal, which always made
m.ich black smoke. Thus they could
3)e discovered a long distance off in the
lay time. The smoke could of course

tn seen before the vessel w:is visible.
We have heard and we have read of

the excitement on board a whale-shi- p,

produced by the cry of the look-o- ut at
the masthead. "Spout. O!" "A whale
in sight!" Boats are gotten read for
lowering, with harpoons, lines and
lances.

On board of the Connecticut, when
the. lookout-ma-n at the masthead sang
out. "lilac!, smoke!" all was likewise
commotion, Every one was upon his
feet, and all eyes, as well ns the chip's
"head, were turned in the direction re-

ported. All steam was raised, and the
chase commenced.

A chase of this kind once lasted fif--te- en

hours, lilack smoke was discov-
ered at sunrise, and pursuit was com-anenc-ed

and continued until after dark,
ivhcn the blockade-runne- r was lost
sight of. The Connecticut, however,
got within two miles of her. making a
irttin of ten miles, as it was estimated.
To enable her to escape she had to
throw overboard nearly all her cargo,
which comprised English goods, as she

--was bound in. We passed through and
by innumerable bales and boxes during
the da, some of which we perceived
contained shoes. This caused a wag-
gish sailor to remark: "Perhaps if we
could get and put on some of those
shoes, we could run faster, and catch
that fellow."

We will continue with the further
movements of this steamer, which will
fce found quite interesting. Subse-
quently she proved to be the Tristam
Shand. As has been stated, she threw
overboard nearly all her cargo, went
into Nassau, tilled up hurriedly with
another cargo and steamed once more
for Wilmington, ran the blockade, and
got in. In order to have the dark of
the moon, she unloaded with great dis-

patch, loaded with the usual Confederate
cargo and sailed for Nassau. When she
got a few miles outside, slie was discov-
ered by tho United States steamer
'Pequot, which gave chae. It soon be-

came very dark, and the Pequot lost
sight of her, but continued on .the same
course as when the blockade-runne- r was
last seen. In a few minutes a tremen-
dous volume of black smoke from the
soft coal came into the faces of the peo-
ple on board of the Pequot, and in a

--minute afterward she was up with the
blockade-runne- r, and the Tristam
Shandy v-- as captured. She had broken
down. 'he Captain of her had stated
that the Connecticut had chased him so
hard those fifteen hours that his ma-
chinery was very much out of order;
and he hadn't time to adjust and repair
it. for he had to hurry very much to ret
out of Nassau and into and out of Wil-
mington in' order to save the moon and
the tides. So the Connecticut was the
remote cause of the capture of the
Tristam Shandy with her valuable ear-g-o.

Vessel and cargo together werc
adjudged by the Prize Court li be
worth three hundred and seventy-liv- e

thousand dollars. Added to this was
the cargo thrown overboard when
chased by the Connecticut, making a
great total "oss to the Confederate
cause.

A certain Saturday night, off the
"Western Bar (one of the inlets into
Wilmington), was an exciting one for
the blockaders, and blockade-runner- s

also. There was no time to indulge in
Saturday-nig- ht songs and revelries, or
to drink "sweethearts and wives."

We knew that blockade-runner- s were

1 expected, for the tides and the state cj
the moon favored them. The l'ooon
went down early. Orders had been given
that at that time every vessel should
have her anchor up, with steam and
everything ready for a start. The ves-
sels, four in number Connecticut,
Georgia, Emma and Buckingham
were swinging about, and little steam
used to keep them in their assigned
positions. They were like restless race-
horses awaiting the order "Go!"

The officer of the deck was lying down
upon hi3 breast on the hurricane deck,
sweeping the horizon with his glass.
Suddenly he reported that there was
something moving on the water like a
blockade-runne- r. The commander took
a look and confirmed the report. Or-

ders were immediately given to start
and move at full speed. Two shotted
guns were tired at the vessel when she
changed her course, stood off under full
speed and was lost sight of. In this
move she met with the Georgia, which
vessel started after her and drove her
off. Continuing jn her persistency to
enter, the Emma met her, and drove
her off. She was faster than most of
our vessels and, as it was dark, she
could aoon run out of sight. But she
was not willing to give it up. She had
now stood pretty well over toward
Smith's Island, thinking she might get
in by running close along the land; and
now" for the fourth time she attempted
it when the Buckingham espied her,
opened her guns upon her, and drve her
off. As we didn't see or hear anything
more of her that night we supposed
she had gone out to ea, to try it per-
haps another night, as was frequently
done.

But at daybreak the next morning,
lo and behold! there was the steamer
hard and fast ashore. She had bean
forced off and shoved over so many
times that she had got nearer the land
than she calculated and had run badly
ashore. Attempts were made by our
ve-- el to get her off, which was found
to be impossible. A few days after a
jjn-- e of wind came on which broke the
vessel to pieces. She was found to be
the noted English blockade runner
Herald. The otlicers and crew had left
in their boats, and landed on Smith's
Island in tiie dark of the night.

This steamer had been running be-

tween Bermuda and Charleston, had
made ten or twelve succes-fu- l trips and
had paid for herself several times over.
She had changed her route to the one
between Nassau and Wilmington,
which proved bad luck, as she was
wrecked. on her first trip.

And now came up the question ol
common sense versus law.

The Connecticut had captured a
schooner laden with salt, a cargo not
worth more than three or four hundred
dollar. By throwing the salt over-
board five or six thousand dollars'
worth oi valuable goods could be taken
from the Herald and put on board of
the schooner, which was done. This
would naturally be deemed common-sens- e.

But the law says that "no per-
son in the navy shall take out of a prize
any goods or any property before the
same shall be adjudged lawful prize by
a competent court."

This proceeding was duly reported
to the Navy Department, but nothing
was ever said in the way of approval or
disapproval thereof.

The chief engineer of the Connecticut
was a zealous, patriotic man, and was
well up to his duties in every particular.
In the hard chase of fifteen hours as
has been described, it occurred to the
Captain to step down into the engine
and boiler-room- s to take a survey of
matters and things. When he arrived,
the chief engineer remarked: "Captain,
these boilers have now been run many
months in chasing blockade runners,
and arc getting tender. They are
under a heavy strain to-da- y. and I
advise you to keep on deck." The
Captain replied that if there was any
danger he didn't know why he
shouldn't share it with the engineer.
"But," said the official, "your particu-
lar post of duty is on deck, and mine is
here. I shipped for this, and if the
boilers go it is my privilege and my
duty to .stick to and go with them."
Upon reflection, and deeming dis-

cretion the better part of valor, the
Captain left and went on deck. Tho
boilers, I am glad to say. did not burst.

Love and matrimony oaee came in a3
incidents in the course of this blockade
service. Ports and towns may be
blockaded, but loving hearts can never
be. although hard-hearte- d parents
sometimes attempt it.

When the Greyhound was captured
(vessel and cargo adjudged by the Prize
Courts to be worth half a million of
of dollr.rs.) among the passengers on
board wrjs the noted Belle Boyd, who
had been a prisoner before in the war
in the hands of General Butler, and had
been made somewhat famous by her
general deportment, her speeches and
her pertness. The Greyhound was
taken to Boston, was adjudged a lawful
prize and was condemned. Belle Boyd,
with the other passengers, and the off-
icers and crew, were released and per-
mitted to go wherever they pleased.
From Boston they all went to Halifax,
and from thence to England.

The prize-mast- er of the Greyhound
was a young volunteer officer with the
rank of acting Master in the United
States Navy, and rather a good-lookin- g

fellow. It seems that while on board
of the Greyhound together, he and
Belle Boyd became greatly interested
in each other, and their feelings ripened
into affectionate friendship. After they
separated at Boston a fervent corre-
spondence was commenced and con-
tinued between them, and they
became engaged. He resigned from
the Federal Navy, and proceeded to
England, and they were married
in Liverpool. Subsequently, she wrote
an interesting book about her life and
adventures, "in which she gives a
graphic account of her courtship and
marriage, with all attending incidents.
Her career was certainly "full of the
most eventful, heroic and romantic
features; a career softened and varied
at the same time, and which showed
that hearts could be captured as well as
blockade-runner- s.

It may not be generally known, oi
may have been forgotten by the public,
that Belle Boyd was the daughter ol
General Boyd of the Confederate army,
who died while a prisoner to the Fefl-cr- al

forces. He possessed vast estates
in Virginia, early embraced the c;use
of Southern independence, and was
soon entrusted with a General's com-
mand. His daughter Belle enthusiast-
ically embraced the same cause, fol-

lowed her father to the field and ac-
companied him throughout his cam-
paign. On two occasions, like a mod-
ern Joan of Arc. she "heroically 1 ed
on the troops to battle. She was,
however, captured in a skirmish, and
was a prisoner for thirteen months, as
previously mentioned. Then she was
exchanged for General Cochrane, who
had been made prisoner by the Con-

federates. After all these years, I re-

member her second capture and its re-
sults with amused interest. Rear Ad-

miral Almy, in Louisville Cowier-Jau- r

naL

FKOM .ONE WHO KNOWS.
VJevrg of an of South Carolina

on the Southern Question.
In the current number of the New

Englandcr, ilr. Daniel H. Chamber-
lain of whom, as Republican Gov-

ernor of South Carolina, the country
once heard a great "deal breaks a long
silence to discuss the present and pros-

pective aspects of the Southern ques-

tion. We are bound to say that his re-

marks, as a whole, are among the best
yet made on a very fruitful subject;
and coming from such eminent Repub-
lican authority, are especially deserv-
ing the thoughtful consideration of all
honest members of that party. It will
be remembered that Senator Sherman
while unintentionally helping to electa
Democratic Governor in New York last
fall recommended, as an infallible
panacea for Southern ills, thereduction
of the basis of representation in those
Southern States where fewer Repub-
lican votes are cast than theparty man-
agers think ought to be. Chamberlain
devotes more attention to this charac-
teristic proposition than its impudence
merits; declares that the alleged rem-
edy would not, even if it could be tried,
reach the disease, and that the latter
must be left to cure itself. He says
and let us not forget who it is that
says it that

The evil iu question Is plainly ths result of
the want of Intelligence, experience and f?ood
judprnient on thn part of tho cluss who are de-
prived of th npht to vote, and of the raco
prejudice and political ambition of the class
vhich inflicts the wrou;-- . Intensified and made
lyckless. In resnect to the richt to vote, by
tje insupportable corru prion uuil maladmin-
istration of most of the Southern State gov-
ernments from IbSS to 1S7C.

In other words, if in any Southern
State colored citizens are deprived of
any of their political rights, it is main-
ly, if not entire!, the fault of the Re-

publican party. First, in conferring
citizenship noon a clas not even now
possessed of sufficient "intelligence,
experience and good judgment" for
the proper recognition and fulfillment
of its obligations; and second, by the
establishment and maintenance of
"the insupportable corruption and
maladministration of most of the
Southern State governments from 18GS

to 1S76."
This is the whole Southern business

in a nutshell. Thefreedmen as Presi-
dent Lincoln so well knew were'not
prepared for citizenship, and should
have been allowed to wait until some
degree of preparation had been at-

tained. But in spite of their unfitness,
the ballot was thrust into their hands
by an unscrupulous Republican policy;
and then, in order to consummate that
policy, they were used to fasten upon
the Southern neck the meanest and
dirtiest of despotisms. The results of
which Republicans complaiu are, says
Chamberlain, inevitable '"whenever in
any community those who hold nearly
all its property, intelligence and ex-

perience in are set
against those who arc for the most part
without property, education or experi-
ence of tjublic affairs." We may add
that if Massachusetts or Maine had suf-

fered for eight months "the insuoport-abl- e

corruption and maladministration"'
which South Carolina and Louirhma
endured for eight years, they would
have risen in "righteous wrath and
driven every negro and carpet-bag- g r
into the sea. The wonder is, not that
the Southern people, under such intense
provocation, did some tilings they ought
not to have done, but they were not
utterly reckless in their resistance to
the ineffable iniquity. The greatest
wonder is that, in less than ten years
after the provocation was removed by
the destruction of Republican rule in
the South, the two races are working
together for a common prosperity in
peace and harmony; that there is so
little rear trouble between them that
during the last Presidential campaign
Republican office-holde- rs and traveling
newspaper correspondents could not
find a single "Southern outrage" worth
reporting.

Chamberlin urges his political asso-

ciates to "abandon all efforts to pro-
long, through party proclamations and
appeals, a controversy which has re-

sulted so disastrously to those in whose
interests it has been carried on," and
to leave whatever difficulties yet re-

main in the Southern situation to be
overcome by the National force now
at work. That is, let the South man-
age its own affairs in its own way, nn-vex- ed

by Northern interference or in-

struction. It is most devotedly to
be wished that Sherman, Logan and
their in the making of sec-

tional mischief, may follow this sensi-
ble and patriotic advice; but if they do.
what will become of the bloody shirt?

and without the bloody shirt what
would become of "the grand old
party?" St. Louis Hejmblicun.

RASCALS CRY OUT.

The Abuse Hurled at Comuiisstonor
Sparks Not Coniin"! from Honest Home-
steaders.
The outcry that has lately been made

against Commissioner Sparks, of the
Land Office, would naturally lead the
public to believe that Mr. Sparks is an
odious tyrant, whose order suspending
the issuing of patents until the claims
to the lands iu question could be exam-

ined was a blow at the poor but honest
settler seeking a humble home on the
prairies of the great West. There has
been clamor enough over the matter to
deafen ears of brass. A little investi-
gation only is necessary to show that
the clamor is not made by bona-fid- e

settlers, who are fulfilling the require-
ments of the Homestead law. The man
who has settled on his homestead and
is improving it knows he has nothing
to fear, even if he is comoelled to wait
a little for his patent until the rascality
of somebody else is exposed.

In point of fact, the howl is raised by
land speculators and cattle kings, who
want the earth, and want it for noth-
ing." They have fenced in millions of
acres to which they have no legal title,
but they hope to obtain a legal title by
the perjury of cowboys and other irre-
sponsible agents, who will swear to a
lie for a very small consideration. The
order of Commissioner Sparks blocks
this rascally game, as an investigation
is sure to reveal the perjury. Hence
the outcn.

The extent to which the false entry
of lands under the Homestead act has
been carried may be inferred from the
report of Special Agent Webster Eaton,
in regard to a portion of the Duluth
and St. Cloud land districts. He states
that four thousand and three hundred
final homestead entries have been in a
district in which he finds less than one
hundred actual settlers of all kinds,
who are making or trying to make a
living by farming. It is a shame that
tl-i-s wholesale robbery of the public
lauds has been allowed to exist until
nearly all the lands available for settle-mentha- ve

been gobbled up. But be-

cause wrong has Been done in the past
is no reason why it should be allowed
to continue. What lands are left should
be reserved for actual settlers and the.
large bodies now held fraudulently
should be restored to the public do--

fm r 1 II tmam. vjommissioner oparKs wiu nave
the countenance and support of every
honest man in the country ip his effort
to withstand the rapacity ot the land
grabbers. Philadelphia Times.

.
THE DECIDING ACT.

The Law of the Land Does Xot Oblige
the President to Give Ills Keasons for
Removals.
It is not generally known that origi-

nally the requirement of confimation of
the executive appointments of the
President by the Senate did not, in
practice, exist, whatever may have been
the theory held by Congress. It is true
that originally confirmation by the
Senate was applied, but only in the
cases of quite a small number of the
principal officers. In the meantime,
however, the Senate has been constant-
ly extending its claims to the prin-
ciple of confirmation, until they now
include a considerable portion of the
whole executive offices of the Govern-
ment, some one hundred thousand in
number.

Now, in view of this enormons stride
toward the assumption of purely exec-
utive functions on the p?rt of the Sen-

ate, nothing can be clearer or more
certain than that tho President is com-
pelled to make his apDointments with
an eye to the favor of the Senate rather
than to the welfare of the public serv-
ice. And when to the evil of the de-

privation of the Executive of a power
which naturally and scientifically ap-

pertains to his" branch of the Govern-
ment are added the political jobbery
and mutual trading which have in the
past influenced that body, and which
the Civil-Servi- ce act was designed to
reform, the evils and the tendency to
political debanchment by the present
Senatorial practice can readily be per-
ceived.

There was one period, however, in
the history of the country when this
domination of the Senate in, appoint-
ments passed into desuetude and, in-

deed, into a state of almost abject abey-
ance. This was during the civil war.
The necessities oi the then situation re-

stored the President to his natural and
scientific place in the Government, and
compelled the Senate to abdicate its
virtual!- - usurped and absolute execu-
tive powers and to accept obediently
the nominations of the Executive. At
that time, in fact, both houses of Con-

gress attempted to solve a problem
which no Legislature, from that of the
long parliament of Cromwell to the
revolutionary assembly of France, had
ever successfully coped with, and most
signally and abjectly failed therein.

The war once ended, however, the
Senat?, through the unpopularity of
President Johnson and the instrumen-
tality of the Tenure-of-Oflic- e bill, was
again enabled to seize the power which
had been wrested from its gras'p by
means of President Lincoln's over-
mastering astuteness and the favoring
circumstances which environed him.

Just now a contention has arisen be-

tween the President and the Senate.
The Senate claims, under the Tenure-of-Ofii- ce

act, that the President is
bound to submit to it his reasons for
removal of officers. This act author-
izes tho President, "in his discretion,"
to snsoend any officer during the re-

cess of the Senate. But. at the same
time, it is by no means in any portion
of it mandatory on the President to

ate his reasons for removal. Conse-
quently, ifjthe President should refuse
to give those reasons, technically this
refusal, it wbu'd naturally follow, gives
the Senate no just cause f6r refusing
confirmation.

In the meantime the public will
watch the outcome of this contention
between the Executive and the Senate
with no little interest. Chicago News.

MERELY COMMON-SENS- E.

Tutting "tren in Responsible I'laces Who
Sympathize Willi the Administration's
Policy.
Much ado is being made over the

suggestion that the President will
hereafter distribute the patronage
among those who indorse his policy,
and ignore the skeptics and opponents.
This proposition, which is the merest
creature of conjecture, is being as
gravely canvassed as though the Presi-
dent had formally proclaimed it, and
is made the basis of a most bewilder-
ing array of criticism. The President
is taken "to task with reproachful acri-
mony. He is pictured as an over-
bearing Oajsar, riding down the honest
convictions of men, and compelling
adhesion where it would not be freely
yielded.

Of course this is the most arrant non-
sense. In the first place the President
has made no such declaration of pur-
pose, nor is he likely to. There is noth-
ing iu the situation "to call for the defi-

nition of rules in that respect. The
President is responsible to the country-fo- r

the honesty and competency of his
appointees nothing more. lie is re-

sponsible to his party for their Democ-
racy. But in all other respects he has
absolute discretion. It is not neces-
sary that he should prescribe limits
within which he will distribute prefer-
ments since the right of distribution
rests with him. The people made him
President because they have confidence
in his wisdom and patriotism. Thcy
hold him to no account except for the
general result of his Administration,
aud the reputation af the Democracy,
which is corollary.

There are certain places involving
executive functions aud possessing dis-

cretionary powers in which it is not
only the 'President's privilege, but his
duty, to put men who are in accord
with his views. He lias made a frank
declaration of those views, and they
have met with the cordial approval o"f

the country. There is no secret as to
the ends which he deems important to
the Nation's welfare or as to the mean
by which he proposes to promote them.
Why, then, since he is the head,
charged with the formulation of a
policy and held responsible for its suc-

cessful execution, should he not call to
his councils and choose for his coadju-
tors men who sympathize in his
convictions and aspirations? Mr.
Cleveland is no faint-hearte- d

weakling. He is not President
for the glory and the salary. He rep- -

j resents a great party; he is the trustee
j of a colossal undertaking. He is carn--

est, with comprehensive plans and
, virile methods, and he wants about him
j those who share his ideas and partake

of his characteristics. Nothing conld
oemore silly in itself or more disastrous
in its effects than a compromise witn
such imperative obligations.

The people are taking no share in
these querulous complaints. They
have appraised the President's policy
and are proud of it. Thev would have
Lim omit nothiug calculated to estab-- j
lish it upon an enduring basis. He has
been commissioned to accomplish a
great work; they wish him godspeed

i from the bottom of their anxious hearts.
1 N. Y. Star.
j

South Africa has 1,562 miles ol
I railroad in working order.

A LONELY ISLAND.

The Melancholy Isolation of It-- St. Kilda
and Its People.

Standing in melancholy isolation in
the midst of the stormy Atlantic,
miles from the mainland, the island of
St. Kilda is nothing but a lonely and
desolate prison, and its inhabitants re-

main in a state of enforced and dreary
exile. Cut off from all communication
with the outer world, except for their
two posts a year, and a visit from an
occasional stray vessel, revolutions
mav agitato the world, wars may rage,
general elections may be decided, and
the St Kildans be unaware that any-

thing important is going on. News
may travel to the most distant part of
the Queen's dominions before it reaches j

this corner of the British Isles. Things
are improving, however, even in St. J

Kilda. Now that only eight or nine
months elapse at the longest between
the visits of the postman, the inhabit- -'

ants consider themselves tolerably
I well posted up in news as compared

with the condition of things about fifty
' years ago, when the minister kept

praying that his Majesty, King William,
; might be granted health long to reign
j over us, and be surrounded with wise

nnil ,- nmincnlnrc tliroo VOQfC lft"PI--

that gracious monarch was dead.
So little is known of St. Kilda that

early last year it was thought that the
rocky island, which is only three miles
long and two broad, had been sub--'

merged or carried away like a huge
iceberg, by the waters of the Atlantic.
St. Kilda 'has been in trouble, but its
misfortune did not amount to complete
annihilation. Disastrous storms dis-

tress the inhabitants. Although girt
round with rocks sometimes rising pre-
cipitously from the waves to the heighth
of two hundred feet, the wild tempest-
uous ocean throws its angry spray over
the high cliffs, oversweeps the island
and destroys the crops which the peo-

ple try to raise. Last autumn the
whole of the crop was destroyed by
one of these storms. With starvation
staring them in the face the distressed
inhabitants sent message after message
adrift in the hope that some would be
found and assistance sent them. One
of these messages was picked up
toward the end of September, and
through Sir William Collins of Glas-
gow, and Principal Rainy a relief ex-

pedition was fitted out and the food
was landed, though as the vessel ar-

rived on Sunday these simple folks de-

clined to give a hand in discharging
the cargo until Sunday had passed.
The Captain of the vessel swore and
pointed out that a change of wind
would compel him to put to sea. "Go,
then," replied these stern people. The
minister said he could not guarantee
the continuance of fair weather, "but
he trusted that the same Providence
which had put it into men's hearts to
send them corn and potatoes would
keep the wind steady in the northeast."
And Providence was kind, for the wind
remained steady in the northeast.

The St. Kildans are seventy-seve- n in
number. They have decreased in num-

ber lately because of a singular mor-
tality among the children, the majority
of whom die before they are many days
old. This may be due to the system of
intermarrying" that goes on, or because
there is no doctor to combat with the
mysterious baby foe. There are only
one or sometimes two births a year.
Rev. John Mackay, who ministers to
the spiritual wants ot the people, tries
to do a little medicinally, but his pre-
scriptions are confined, as a rule, to a
poultice and a hot-wat- er cloth. The
community includes a schoolmaster.
There are about fifty cows and one
thousand sheep, which are common
property; but there are no horses, that
animal's work being relegated to the
female St. Kildans. The minister's
watch keeps time for the whole island,
and, when informed by the men of the
Hebridean that his watch was two
hours fast, lie chuckled over the fact
that he could thereby bring the con-
gregation together at nine instead of
eleven o'clock, while he only was aware
of the pious fraud. The houses of the
people were tolerably good; McLeod,
of McLeod, to whom this unprofitable
piece of property belongs, having im-

proved the buildings recently.
The great occupation of the people is

catching sea-fow- l. From March to
November the island is covered with
serf-fow- l, and catching these birds is
the staple industry. Multitudes of solan
geese cover the rocks; there are
myriads of gulls, northern divers,
stormy petrels, black, solemn cormo-
rants and simple guillemets, and,
indeed, almost every kind of sea-bir- d.

The difficult work of climbing about the
rocks catching the birds is engaged in
by both men and women. Enormous
numbers of fowls are sent off every
year. Then a great deal is made out of
feathers. Referring to this subjeot,
Dr. MacCulloch, in his account of the
island, says: The air is full of feathered
animals, the sea is covered with them,
the houses are ornamented by them,
and the inhabitants look as if they had
been all tarred and feathered, for their
hair is full of feathers, and their
clothes are covered with feathers. The
women look like feathered Mercuries,
for their shoes are made of gaunet's
skin. Evervthing smells of feathers.
Pall Mall Gazette.

-

The Latest Society Whim.

The latest craze which has struck
the Washington belle is the carrying
of canes. A few weeks ago a young
leader in society returned from En-

gland, and the next day she surprised
her friends by appearing on the streets
with a cane. It wasn't the ordiuary
dude cane, but a nice little stick with a
shepherd's crook of hammered silver.
Sometimes she swung it and at other
times she struck the ground with a
sharp rap. There is no question that
this created a sensation, but there is a
great deal of difference of opinion as
to whether the craze will strike vi or
not. So far not more than half a dozen
girls have mustered up courage enough
to appear on the street with cane3.
The probabilities are that the craze
will not extend to that point where it
will seriously interfere with the ordi-

nary every-da- y happiness of the mod-ern'dud- e.

Washington Letter.
--i

The Hawaiian Gazette says the na--

rives oi me oaumvreu iuu m
"only jnst reached a higher civilization
than'poi, the national dish, and if the
Chinamen come into the islands all that

l has been gained will be lost." Then
! bv all means let Chinese immigration
! into the Sandwich Islands be prohib-- :

ited. When a people have reached a
I higher civilization than "poi" they
should be assisted and encouraged in

. Vi.."r- - rrrant iTirl (rlnriollS "lliwnnpmftnt.
But what a ridiculous way to spell pie.

Norrislown Herald.

An artists' chance for drawing a
turkey in a raffle is no better than any-
body elss' s. Boston Bulletin.
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ABILENE, KANSAS,

Is now located in its new office, corner Second and Third
Streets and Buckeye Avenue, and with greater facilities
than ever, is prepared to transact business in its line fo
the entire satisfaction of its patrons. It is prepared to

NEaOTIATE
And has unlimited resources. Good soenrity is all that is
required to seenre money at rates which are advantageous
in all respects.

taraie Written ari Abstracts CoiiM
OH SHOET ErOTICE.

LANDS SOLD ON COM'SSION.
A largo list of desirable farms for sale. Also raw lands.
Some bargains are offered. Yon can purchase a farm
through them on very favorable terms.

W. G. COLES, President.
G. W. CAEPESTER, Secretary
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ABILENE,
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Ok 4,resi5asrAj?:s--

Ifyou want to buy a
good pair of Boots or
Shoes, now is the time.

T. C IfflEBffl

Never offered such great

bargains before.

0 iOILO

OIST

F. L. PARKER.

J1IA

TO 31. NICOLAY)

KANSAS

Comer Third and Buckeye, for

SHINGLES, LATHS,

DOOES, BLINDS, SASHES,

MOULDINGS, FENCE POSTS.

Best Lima Hair, Plaster and lenient.

HALLAKfl.

lllLUVlUklU

(SUCCESSORS

DEALERS IN

War, Sifc Lai Boors, BMs,

MOULDING, LIME, PLASTER,

MIR, 6SHBST. BUILDING BRICK, COAL, ETC,

YOUR PATRQN&SE SOLICITED.
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